International Aerobatic Club 
Chapter 1, Northern Illinois
BYLAWS
1/1/09  


ARTICLE I. - NAME

The name of this corporation is the International Aerobatic Club CHAPTER 1, aka “IAC CH 1“. This corporation is a chapter of the International Aerobatic Club, Inc. (IAC), which is a division of the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA). Hereinafter, the corporation shall be referred 

ARTICLE II. - PURPOSES

IAC CH 1 is organized and will be operated exclusively for educational, scientific and/or charitable purposes and, to the extent consistent therewith, will:

1.) Promote and encourage aeronautic and aerobatic education.
2.) Promote and encourage competition on a National and Regional level.
3.) Encourage, aid and engage in research and education for the improvement of aviation safety through a better understanding of the art of flight and aerobatics.

ARTICLE III. - MEMBERSHIP

Members of IAC CH 1 shall consist of individuals who are first members in good standing of the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) and the International Aerobatic Club (IAC), and who apply for membership and are approved by the IAC CH 1 Board of Directors. 

A voting member shall be a member in good standing with paid IAC CH 1 dues. Spouses and children of the member are not voting members unless they are first members in good standing of the Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) and the International Aerobatic Club (IAC), and have paid individual IAC CH 1 dues under their name only.


An Honorary Member shall be any Person, Organization, or Business appointed as such by a majority of the Board of Directors. Honorary members shall not be entitled to vote, nor shall they hold office in the club. They do not pay dues. Duration of Honorary Membership shall be for a twelve (12) month period following such appointment by the Board of Directors, and may be renewed by the Board of Directors as often as they see fit. No more than 5 Honorary Appointments shall be named at any one time. Addendum 6 shall contain a list of past and current Honorary Members.
The Board of Directors shall have the authority to grant “Lifetime Membership” to a deserving member. Once appointed, the chosen individual shall hold membership in IAC CH 1 until their death, or until the dissolution of IAC CH 1, without any further chapter dues being required. EAA and IAC national membership must be maintained by the chosen party, and if allowed to lapse, the member shall loose IAC CH 1 membership rights until EAA/IAC national membership is again attained. Lifetime members shall have full membership rights while meeting these conditions. These members shall be permanently added to Addendum 3.

Duration of general membership is for a twelve (12) calendar month period from January of one year to January of the following year, to be renewed yearly. Payment of dues shall be for each calendar year and shall be due by the last day of March of the year membership in IAC CH 1 is desired. If a new member joins after June 1 of a calendar year they will be charged half of the yearly rate for that calendar year. 

ARTICLE IV. - DUES

The rate of assessment shall be determined yearly by the Board of Directors at the annual membership meeting. Payment of Dues shall be made to the club treasurer and a member in good standing shall have his or her dues paid currently. Members wishing to pay dues in advance shall receive a discount of 10% per year, per advance year purchased, to be calculated based upon the current fee, as determined by the board, for the year in which payment is made. Prepaid members shall be due no adjustment, neither up nor down, if the yearly dues amount is adjusted, and their membership will remain valid for the period paid. The Board shall have the right to publish a list of “Members in Good Standing” in an IAC CH 1 newsletter or on the IAC CH 1 website, or both- members not paid in full shall be removed from this list.
ARTICLE V. - OFFICERS

The membership of IAC CH 1 shall elect the members of the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors shall consist of the following Officers at a minimum- a President, Vice-President, and Treasurer. The “Officer” assignments shall be internally decided upon by the elected board members during the Boards Annual Session immediately following the Annual Membership meeting. Effort shall be taken to consider the recommendations and concerns of the general membership, if any. Each Officer position shall be valid for a period of two (2) years.

The President shall be Chief Executive Officer and shall preside at all General, Executive, and Special meetings of the Board and/or Membership. He or she may call any General or Executive meeting of the Board of Directors, or any General or Special meeting of the membership. He/She shall have, subject to the advice and control of the Directors, general charge of the business of IAC CH 1. He or she shall execute thru the Secretary all contracts and instruments necessary to carry on the business of IAC CH 1, provided that said execution has been approved by a majority of the current Board of Directors. No one person shall hold the Office of President for more than two consecutive 2 year periods.

The Vice-President shall serve as Executive Officer in the absence of the President and shall perform all other functions designated by the Board of Directors.  Should the position of Secretary be vacant for any reason, the Vice-President shall assume the duties and responsibilities of that position until the Secretary position is again filled.

The Secretary need not be an elected member of the Board, but must be a member in good standing of the club. The Secretary shall be selected by majority vote of the Board of Directors and shall keep all records of said IAC CH 1 including minutes of all meetings, a current list of officers and their contact information, shall be responsible for accurate membership records, and perform all other functions designated by the Board. The Secretary shall attend to the giving and serving of notices of all meetings of the members and of the Board of Directors. He or she shall execute with the President, in the name of IAC CH 1, all contracts and instruments that have been approved by the Board of Directors. Additionally, the Secretary shall supply the IAC National Headquarters a current list of Chapter Officers within 60 days of any change of said officers. The Secretary should attend all meetings of the Board and of the General Membership.

The Treasurer shall be responsible for keeping accurate financial records of said IAC CH 1, including records disbursements, and shall render a report to the Board at 6 month intervals, beginning at the official Annual Membership Meeting, or additionally when requested by the current board. He/She shall perform such other functions as designated by said Board. 


Should an Officer position become vacant for any reason, a successor shall be appointed by the remaining Directors, by a majority Director vote, from the current and remaining members of the board. The term of the replacement Director/Officer shall end as originally scheduled for the seat being filled, or until expiration of the chosen Directors elective period. 
ARTICLE VI. - BOARD OF DIRECTORS

The Board of Directors shall consist of 3, 5, or 7 members as participation allows. The Board shall consist of a minimum of: President, Vice-President, Treasurer and then enough general members in good standing to fill out the rest of the Board of Directors complement if possible. 
The Board, by majority vote, may add additional Directors to the Board should a vacancy or shortage of members occur, to be selected from the current Membership In Good Standing, as long as the total number of Board members does not exceed 7. The duration of the appointment shall be limited to the expiration date of the seat vacated.
All directors shall hold office for a minimum duration of 2 years until their successors are duly elected and qualify. All directors must be members in good standing of the club.
The Board of Directors shall have the power and authority to promulgate and enforce all rules and regulations pertaining to the use and operation of corporation property and to do and perform or cause to be done and performed any and every act which IAC CH 1 may lawfully do and perform. The Board also has the right to expend chapter funds for the operational expenses of the chapter. Expenditures exceeding $500 USD must be approved by a majority vote of the board of directors, up to a cap of $2499 USD. Amounts of $2500 USD and above, excluding those expenses associated with an IAC Contest Event, must be approved by a majority vote of the general membership using a medium selected by the board, be it email, a meeting called for this purpose, or US Postal mail. 

Each member of the Board of Directors shall serve as a Director without compensation, and to remain eligible to serve on the Board of Directors each member thereof must attend at least fifty percent of the meetings of the Directors during each calendar year at which they are eligible to attend. The Board of Directors may vote to waive this requirement on an individual basis. The board of Directors, by majority vote, may remove and replace any Board Member that does not meet this activity level.
Any Director may be removed from office by a 2/3 vote of the general members attending a Special meeting called for that purpose, in accordance with ARTICLE VIII. The Board can/should again fill that position from the general membership, but shall not reappoint the removed party for a period of twelve (12) months. The term expiration of that seat shall remain on the same schedule as the person removed.
ARTICLE VII  - MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Regular meetings of the Board of Directors shall be called at the time and place to be determined by the President, subject to a Five (5) day notice. These meetings can be by conference call or web meeting. Notice shall include an agenda.

Executive meetings of the Board of Directors can be called at any time on the order of the President, or on the order of the majority of Directors. Notice of Executive meetings of the Board of Directors stating the time and, in general terms, the purpose of the meeting shall be mailed, emailed, or personally given to all Directors at least twenty-four (24) hours prior to the time appointed for the meeting. If all Directors are present at any meeting, either in person, via phone, or web meeting, any business may be transacted without previous notice.


The Annual Meeting of the Board of Directors shall be held immediately after the Annual Meeting of the General Membership. A majority of the Directors shall constitute a quorum of the Board at all meetings and the affirmative vote of a majority present shall be necessary to pass any resolution or authorize any act of IAC CH 1. The Board of Directors shall cause to be kept a complete record of all the proceedings of its meetings. All such records shall be available to all members in good standing, not to include Honorary Members, upon written or email request.

ARTICLE VIII. - MEETING OF MEMBERSHIP

At any meeting of the members a quorum shall consist of all members present or represented by proxy.

There shall be at least one Annual Meeting of the general membership, at a time and place to be determined by the President of the Board. This meeting shall be scheduled between October 1st and the last day of December.
Meetings other than Annual meetings are considered to be Special meetings. Special meetings can be called by the President of the Board, a majority of the Board, or 2/3 of the general membership. All members of IAC CH 1 must be notified of such a meeting 15 days in advance by either email or written notice, and this notice shall contain the intended agenda and reason for that meeting.  


At every meeting of the membership, each voting member shall have only one vote. A voting member shall be a member in good standing with paid IAC CH 1 dues. 
If a member is absent for a meeting he or she may be represented by proxy if necessary for the completion of a voting process. Proxy may be received by the Board or Election Committee in the form of an e-mail or signed paper document clearly indicating who shall have the power of that proxy. Any person empowered with the Proxy must also be a member in good standing of the club. Notice of all meetings shall be published in an Official Publication of IAC CH 1, such as the newsletter, website, or email generated for that purpose alone.

ARTICLE IX. - EXPULSION OF MEMBERS

Any member deemed undesirable by acts or deeds which are deemed to jeopardize the club in any way can be expelled from membership at any published meeting by a 2/3 vote of the members present at such meeting or those giving their proxy to the Board. Proxy may be received by the Board in the form of an e-mail or signed paper vote. Members removed shall be due no refunds of any kind for memberships dues previously paid.
ARTICLE X. - ELECTIONS

All candidates for Director shall be members of IAC CH 1 in good standing with current paid dues. Candidates may make their request for candidacy through an Election Committee of not less than three (3) IAC CH 1 members. The Election Committee may not consist of more than one (1) current Director, to avoid conflict of interest. The Election Committee will submit the Candidates names to be published to the members of IAC CH 1 for consideration at least fifteen (15) days prior to election by paper ballot or electronic notification or device. The Election Committee will receive paper ballot or electronic (e-mail) votes, verify the results and cause the results to be made public to the membership within fifteen (15) days unless there is a recount.  Results are to be printed in the IAC CH 1 club newsletter, or posted on the IAC CH 1 club website, and distributed via an email to the membership. Nominations for Director shall be accepted from the floor of a meeting called for the election process only if there are not enough nominations to fill the positions up for election prior to the meeting.
ARTICLE XI. - COMMITTEES

The committees of the club should include, but are not limited to, Safety, Technical, Education and Programs, Aerobatic Competition and Judging, Election and Membership, WebSite Management, as deemed necessary by the Board of Directors. The duties of each committee as well as the number of members serving on a committee shall be determined and managed by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE XII. - AMENDMENTS

Amendments to the by-laws may be proposed at any time by either (a) a majority of the members of the Board of Directors, or (b) a petition submitted to the President by any member, not to include Honorary Members, which has been signed by at least twenty percent (20%) of the current membership of IAC CH 1. Said proposal(s) shall be considered at a regular meeting of the members. The President may then have the proposed amendment reviewed by the IAC and/or reviewed by legal counsel if deemed necessary by him or her. 
Amended or new by-laws may be adopted with a 2/3rds majority vote of the members present at a meeting called for that purpose, in person, via email to the President, or as represented by proxy.

ARTICLE XIII.- DISPUTE RESOLUTION

In the event a dispute arises within the IAC CH 1, a written petition, endorsed by a 2/3 vote of Chapter voting members in good standing , may request intervention by the Chapter Office Staff of the EAA concerning the dispute within the chapter. IAC CH 1 membership will cooperate completely and fully with the Chapter Office Staff of the EAA in the resolution process.

ARTICLE XIV. - DISSOLUTION

The chapter may be dissolved by a 2/3 majority vote of the voting Chapter Members. If the Chapter is dissolved, the Chapter President is responsible for ensuring that all Chapter debts and obligations are paid, and the proper disposition of all Chapter records are sent to the EAA Chapter Office at EAA headquarters, P.O. Box 3086, Oshkosh, WI 54903-3086. The President is also responsible for the disposition of all Chapter materials and assets that shall be donated to another chapter of the International Aerobatic Club. 

ARTICLE XV. - OFFICIAL STATEMENTS

No member or officer of IAC CH 1 shall issue, publish or make any official statement affecting IAC CH 1 or representing IAC CH 1 without first securing the approval of a majority of the Board of Directors. This bylaw is not to be construed as restricting in any way a member’s right in his or her individual capacity to take any position or make any statement he or she so desires, but it is intended to prevent any member from attempting to make his or her individual opinion the official position of IAC CH 1 without approval. 

ARTICLE XVI. - INDEMNIFICATION OF OFFICERS AND MEMBERS

Every officer of IAC CH 1 shall be indemnified by IAC CH 1 against all expenses and liabilities, including counsel fees, reasonably incurred or imposed upon such officer in connection with any proceeding to which such officer may be made a party or in which such officer may become involved, by reason of such officer being or having been an officer or member of IAC CH 1, or any settlement thereof, whether or not such officer is an officer at the time such expenses are incurred, except in such cases wherein the officer is adjudged guilty of willful misfeasance or malfeasance in the performance of the duties of the office. In the event of a settlement, however, the indemnification herein shall apply only when the Board of directors approves such settlement and reimbursement as being for the best interest of IAC CH 1. Any indemnification made under this Article shall be subject to the provisions of the applicable laws of the State of Illinois, or if IAC CH 1 is later moved and incorporated in another state, the provisions of the applicable laws of that state. 

ARTICLE XVII. – CONTEST or EVENT OPERATION AND ADMINISTRATION
All contests organized and operated by IAC CH 1 shall be in accordance with the current rules issued by the International Aerobatic Club (IAC), as published in the “Red Book”.

IAC CH 1 reserves the right to disqualify and /or eject any competitor or participant that is not representing said event in a positive manner, or is otherwise jeopardizing safety in any way, as determined by the Official Contest Jury (if a contest) or the Board of Directors, for that event on a case by case basis.

IAC CH 1 shall not cause to be present, nor allow known consumption by any participant of, at any IAC CH 1 event requiring aircraft usage, alcoholic beverages or other intoxicants during the operational hours of that event, as defined by the Contest Rules, Contest Director or FAA Waiver present, as interpreted by the Contest Jury. IAC CH 1 reserves the right to eject or disqualify any participant of said event that is suspected to be under any influence of intoxicants during the hours of operation of that event, as solely determined by the Contest Jury.
IAC CH 1 reserves the right to develop and apply further temporary rules and regulations, at the discretion of the Board and/or Contest Staff that are determined to enhance the safety of any IAC CH 1 event. If said event is a sanctioned contest, the Contest Jury shall have final authority on the acceptance and application of these rules. Temporary rules shall expire at the conclusion of said event.



ARTICLE XVIII. – BYLAW ADDENDUMS
The following Addendums shall be attached to these BYLAWS, and shall be kept current and correct by the Secretary. Each addendum shall be assigned a Revision Designation (A, B, C, etc) and annotated with the date of incorporation of that revision. All revisions to these Addendums must be approved by a majority of the board of directors prior to revision. Addendums may be added at the option of the board.
1. List of Chapter Officers with current contact information.

2. List of assets owned by the Chapter deemed to have notable value by the Board.

3. List of “Members In Good Standing”, including “Lifetime Members”.
4. Sponsorship Guidance and Information 

5. Guidance for Enactment of These New Bylaws, exp 1/31/09.

6. List of Past and Current Honorary Members.

ADDENDUM 4- Enactment of these New BYLAWS Dated 1/1/09
Original issue-

The Enactment of these New BYLAWS shall follow the limitations and guidance listed below:

1. Three Board positions are open for election on or before 12/31/08.

2. Four Board positions, currently held by Todd Ashcraft, Don DeWitt, Gary Mack, and Doug Partl shall be up for election by 12/31/09. These members shall retain these positions for said period at their sole option, but are subject to the rules and limitations of these new bylaws upon their adoption.
3. The Board of Directors shall notify the membership of a Special Meeting for the purpose of acceptance of these new by-laws. This meeting shall be held prior to the Annual Meeting in late 2008.
4. Distribution of a Final Draft for membership review shall be supplied to the general membership by 6/8/08. All input from interested members must be received by the Board no later than 8/15/08, for Board Review.
FINAL- Approved 9/6/08

